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the Devil, the other three being tobacco, wine and opium. That grim despot, Mowad VL, ordered all coffee-houses to be closed throughout the Ottoman Empire in 1633, and forbade the use of coffee and tobacco under pain of death. Both survived persecution, and made such headway that after 1730, no attempt was made to legislate against them.
Coffee was first brought to England in 1652, by a Mr. Edwards, of the Levant Company, and was sold in Paris in 1672, at half a crown a cup, by an Armenian, whom lack of encouragement drove to London.
Coffee-houses soon became popular in England, and though Charles II. did his best to suppress them, as centres of sedition, his efforts were in vain.
Coffee, infused from husk or berry, is universally drunk in Yamen to-day, and all but the most ascetic are in favour of smoking.
Many districts of Yamen are suitable to the growth of tobacco, but the Regie monopoly prevents its cultivation.
The Yamen farmer lacks many things essential to the better development of his land.
Agricultural roads, which need be but tracks, practicable to camels, would greatly facilitate cultivation. As it is, farm produce and requisites must be carried by hand, or in absurdly small loads on donkeys, which have to be half carried themselves up some of the mountain tracks.
When the husbandman has got his produce to a caravan-route, he is faced with exorbitant transport, unless he is a camel-owner himself, and then there is a question of fodder and maintenance.
To crown all, the caravan-routes themselves are beset by marauders, toward the coast, where his best market